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Location: Zoom
Attendees:
Jessica Draper - Macc
John Mulvenna - Macc
Liz Jones - Macc 
Lis Boulton - Age UK
Richard Umpleby 
Jamil abdulkader
Lorraine
Steve Sherry
Lucette Tucker
Alan Norton
Freddi Greenmantle
Alison

Summary Notes:
Speakers/Presenters:
Lis Boulton, Health & Care Policy Manager, Age UK – Presented her research into the care of people aged 50 and over
· Report: ‘We have to take it one day at a time’
· Report: ‘I just feel that no one cares’
· Report: ‘It’s a struggle to be seen’
· The status of carers – Carers are overworked and struggle to continue caring. Poor mental health & wellbeing, with the majority tired, anxious, overwhelmed and/or lonely.
· Physical and mental health – majority of existing health conditions worsening and many diagnosed with new conditions. Sensory loss is causing worsening mental health. Mental health is worsening due to sensory loss, fear of future, loss of independence. 
· Community life and social contact – People are rarely leaving their homes and having social contact. People are not spending time with family or friends. 
· Access to NHS and social care services – majority are not confident their medical problems will be dealt with NHS. Issues with digital access to services, dangerously long waiting times and feeling dismissed. Lack of access to mental health services.
Key Group Discussion Points:
· Forced caring institutions – disabled elderly people being pressured or forced to enter care homes when not appropriate or required. 
· Issues with diagnosis – difficulty getting a diagnosis. Dismissal and lack of referrals. 
· Using network to raise awareness of report finding: Social media & share reports with other groups
· Political Situation - Andy Burnham is looking to introduce a Commissioner for Older People and Ageing in GM. Labour Party proposal for a National Care Service.
· Genetic testing in NHS – public opinion research

Decision(s) Made: 
New key point to tackle – health services need to be a support not a threat to older people
Liz to organise workshop on genetic testing in NHS – working with Health Manchester

Next meeting: 17/09/24, 1-2:30


